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Experience Malawi’s Wildlife
In recent years, Malawi has gained popularity 
among wildlife lovers as an upcoming destina-
tion. With the excellent collaboration between 
the Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
(DNPW) and African Parks, some innovative 
ideas on wildlife management and a conserva-
tion program to stop poaching, the wildlife 
numbers have increased immensely and Malawi 
has been transformed into an exciting safari 
destination where a wide variety of wildlife can 
now be observed, including the Big Five.

Malawi has five national parks and four wildlife 
reserves, each with unique features. Away from 
the crowds and in unspoilt wilderness, you can 
explore by safari vehicle, walking, trekking or 
by boat for an unforgettable safari experience. 
This is the result of nearly two decades of hard 
work by the DNPW and African Parks.

Majete Wildlife Reserve has undergone intense 
transformation since 2003 and has since 
become a wildlife wonderland: rhinos were 
introduced in 2003, 70 elephants in 2006, 4 
lions in 2012, 13 giraffes in 2018, 5 cheetahs in 
2019, and 14 African dogs and a variety of 
animals were reintroduced in 2021. A total of 
nearly 5,000 animals have been reintroduced to 
date, making Majete Malawi's greatest wildlife 
treasure trove and the only 'Big Five' reserve in 
Malawi. Since the initial introduction of rhinos 
and elephants, not a single animal has been 
poached in the reserve. Majete Wildlife Reserve 
is a conservation success story in Malawi.

Following the success of Majete, African Parks 
took on the collaborative management of 
Liwonde National Park and Nkhotakota 
Wildlife Reserve in 2015. In Liwonde, 7 

cheetahs were introduced in 2017, 10 lions in 
2018 and a further 17 black rhinos in 2019. This 
translocation of 17 black rhinos was one of the 
largest international black rhino translocations. 
Currently, the cheetahs introduced in 2017 have 
doubled in number with the birth of some cubs.

Exciting times are also ahead for Nkhotakota: 
from July 2016 to August 2017, a total of more 
than 520 elephants and 2000 other animals 
including sable, waterbuck, kudu and impala 
were welcomed from Liwonde and Majete. This 
was the largest elephant translocation in the 
history of nature conservation.

Explore Malawi’s wildlife and get a chance to 
see the ‘Big Five’ in the Warm Heart of Africa.

OUR BRAND ESSENCE

QUICK FACTS ABOUT MALAWI

Malawi tourism logo depicts the country’s core tourist products which are as follows:
Represents the warmth and friendliness of the people of Malawi

Within the heart: represents the richness of Malawi’s numerous natural 
resources

Represents the lake and rivers of Malawi, with the striped blue depicting 
enchanting waves of the fresh waters of Lake Malawi
 
Represents the country’s nature and wildlife
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Green

Malawi Tourism’s brand essence rests on three major competitive attributes, namely;
Diverse lake experience, variety of landscapes, habitats, 
climates and cultural assets

Short distances between attractions, comparatively little 
crowded

Peaceful environment, neighborly social interaction, tolerant 
and authentic relationship with visitors and other cultures

• Big in hospitality: 

• Compact in size: 

• Rich in contrast: 
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The Malawi Department of Immigration is responsible for issuance of Visa and other travel 
related documents. Please refer to this link provided: https://www.immigration.gov.mw

VISA

WHEN TO VISIT
• Cool-dry Season:  May - August (Temperature: 15 C - 26 C)

Fresh and chilly evenings with bright sunshine during
the day suitable for travellers from the Northern Hemisphere

• Hot Season: September to November (Temperature: 22 C - 42 C)
Best for game viewing and bird watching

• Rainy Season: November to April
Best for photographic safaris For more information visit : www.visitmalawi.mw

Location
Size
Capital City
Commercial City
Language

Southern Africa
118,484 Km2

Lilongwe
Blantyre
Official Language: English
National Language: Chichewa

FACT BOX
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National Parks National Parks

Liwonde National Park
190km from Blantyre

Lake Malawi National
Park

220km from Lilongwe

Liwonde National Park is located approximately 190km north of Blantyre and it covers an area 
of 548km². The combination of the Shire River which is the only outlet of Lake Malawi, and 
the rich mopane and grassland habitats provide a suitable environment for wildlife and birds, 
probably making Liwonde the most popular national park in Malawi. Liwonde National Park 
has been managed by African Parks since 2015 which continues to transform Liwonde into a 
first-class safari destination. Between July 2016 and August 2017, Liwonde contributed to the 
largest elephant translocation in history. Out of a population of approximately 800 elephants, 
336 elephants were relocated to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, contributing to the recovery 
of wildlife in the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. In 2017, seven cheetahs were reintroduced to 
Liwonde National Park for the first time in nearly 100 years. Since then, the birth of eight 
cheetah cubs has been confirmed, more than doubling the number of cheetahs already in the 
park. In 2018, 10 lions were also reintroduced from South Africa and Majete Wildlife Reserve. 
In 2019, one of the largest ever international black rhino relocations took place, with 17 black 
Rhinos relocated from South Africa to Liwonde. Furthermore, in 2021, 14 African Wild Dogs 
were successfully relocated from South Africa and Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This reintroduction is an international effort to protect the endangered 
African Wild Dog. In addition, Liwonde National Park is home to an estimated 12,000 large 
mammals, including hippos, crocodiles, African buffalo, waterbuck, impala, common eland, 
sable antelope, bushbuck, kudu, hyena and warthog. It is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
spots and is home to around 400 bird species, including Pel's Fishing Owl, African Skimmer, 
Brown-breasted Barbet, Lilian’s Lovebird and Bohm's Bee-eater. In addition to walking and 
driving safaris, Liwonde offers one of the best boat safari experiences in Africa. It is also 
possible to hire a community guide at the main gate to show you around the park.

Lake Malawi is the third largest lake in Africa and the ninth largest in the world, with a 
maximum depth of 700m in the northern part of the lake, making it the third deepest lake 
in the world. With its golden sandy beaches and glistening turquoise waters, Lake Malawi 
was dubbed “the Lake of Stars” by David Livingstone. Located at the southern end of Lake 
Malawi, Lake Malawi National Park was the world's first freshwater national park and was 
inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. The park covers a total area of 94km² 
and comprises of the land around Cape Maclear Bay (87km²), the lake (7km²) and 13 
islands up to 100m offshore. The crystal-clear water is thought to be home to some 1,000 
species of vibrant cichlid fish, creating a kaleidoscope of colours below the surface. As a 
single lake, it is home to the largest variety of freshwater fish in the world, more than the 
number of freshwater fish species in Europe and North America combined. Lake Malawi 
National Park is not only a picturesque wonder with a rich diversity of fish, but it is also 
one of the best places in the world to enjoy a variety of water sports. Scuba diving, snorkel-
ling, sailing, kayaking, parasailing, boat trips and any other water sport you can think of are 
available all year round.

Nyika National Park 180km from Mzuzu

Located in northern Malawi, Nyika National Park 
covers an area of 3,200km2 and is the largest national 
park in Malawi. It is also Malawi's oldest national 
park, having been established in 1965. Almost the 
entire Nyika Plateau, which rises over 2,500m above 
sea level, is designated as a national park, and the 
landscape of rolling hills, grasslands and flowers is 
breathtakingly stunning, leaving visitors speechless. 
The name Nyika means “Where the water comes 
from”, since the plateau is Malawi's most important 
catchment area. It is also home to the richest orchid 
population in south-central Africa, with more than 
200 species in bloom during the rainy season. Eleven 
of these species are endemic to Nyika, and a further 
27 are found nowhere else in Malawi. Nearly 100 
species of mammal have been recorded in Nyika 
National Park, including large herds of antelope and 
the largest population of leopard in Central Africa. 
You can also see eland, roan, zebra, buffalo and 

elephant. Moreover, night drives also offer the possibility of encountering hyenas 
and other small nocturnal predators. Nyika is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
destinations, with over 400 bird species and four species found in Nyika that have 
not been recorded elsewhere in Malawi (Yellow Mountain Warbler, Chirring 
Cisticola, Ayres Cisticola and Mountain Marsh Widow). The best way to appreciate 
the majestic scenery of Nyika is by taking a three-day hike to Livingstonia. 
Mountain bikes can also be hired at the lodge.

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari
Game Walk
Mountain Biking
Birding
Trekking

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari

Birding
Boat Safari

Activities
Scuba Diving
Snorkelling

Kayaking
Birding

Sailing
Boat Trip
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National Parks National Parks
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190km from Blantyre

Lake Malawi National
Park

220km from Lilongwe

Liwonde National Park is located approximately 190km north of Blantyre and it covers an area 
of 548km². The combination of the Shire River which is the only outlet of Lake Malawi, and 
the rich mopane and grassland habitats provide a suitable environment for wildlife and birds, 
probably making Liwonde the most popular national park in Malawi. Liwonde National Park 
has been managed by African Parks since 2015 which continues to transform Liwonde into a 
first-class safari destination. Between July 2016 and August 2017, Liwonde contributed to the 
largest elephant translocation in history. Out of a population of approximately 800 elephants, 
336 elephants were relocated to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, contributing to the recovery 
of wildlife in the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. In 2017, seven cheetahs were reintroduced to 
Liwonde National Park for the first time in nearly 100 years. Since then, the birth of eight 
cheetah cubs has been confirmed, more than doubling the number of cheetahs already in the 
park. In 2018, 10 lions were also reintroduced from South Africa and Majete Wildlife Reserve. 
In 2019, one of the largest ever international black rhino relocations took place, with 17 black 
Rhinos relocated from South Africa to Liwonde. Furthermore, in 2021, 14 African Wild Dogs 
were successfully relocated from South Africa and Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This reintroduction is an international effort to protect the endangered 
African Wild Dog. In addition, Liwonde National Park is home to an estimated 12,000 large 
mammals, including hippos, crocodiles, African buffalo, waterbuck, impala, common eland, 
sable antelope, bushbuck, kudu, hyena and warthog. It is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
spots and is home to around 400 bird species, including Pel's Fishing Owl, African Skimmer, 
Brown-breasted Barbet, Lilian’s Lovebird and Bohm's Bee-eater. In addition to walking and 
driving safaris, Liwonde offers one of the best boat safari experiences in Africa. It is also 
possible to hire a community guide at the main gate to show you around the park.

Lake Malawi is the third largest lake in Africa and the ninth largest in the world, with a 
maximum depth of 700m in the northern part of the lake, making it the third deepest lake 
in the world. With its golden sandy beaches and glistening turquoise waters, Lake Malawi 
was dubbed “the Lake of Stars” by David Livingstone. Located at the southern end of Lake 
Malawi, Lake Malawi National Park was the world's first freshwater national park and was 
inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. The park covers a total area of 94km² 
and comprises of the land around Cape Maclear Bay (87km²), the lake (7km²) and 13 
islands up to 100m offshore. The crystal-clear water is thought to be home to some 1,000 
species of vibrant cichlid fish, creating a kaleidoscope of colours below the surface. As a 
single lake, it is home to the largest variety of freshwater fish in the world, more than the 
number of freshwater fish species in Europe and North America combined. Lake Malawi 
National Park is not only a picturesque wonder with a rich diversity of fish, but it is also 
one of the best places in the world to enjoy a variety of water sports. Scuba diving, snorkel-
ling, sailing, kayaking, parasailing, boat trips and any other water sport you can think of are 
available all year round.

Nyika National Park 180km from Mzuzu

Located in northern Malawi, Nyika National Park 
covers an area of 3,200km2 and is the largest national 
park in Malawi. It is also Malawi's oldest national 
park, having been established in 1965. Almost the 
entire Nyika Plateau, which rises over 2,500m above 
sea level, is designated as a national park, and the 
landscape of rolling hills, grasslands and flowers is 
breathtakingly stunning, leaving visitors speechless. 
The name Nyika means “Where the water comes 
from”, since the plateau is Malawi's most important 
catchment area. It is also home to the richest orchid 
population in south-central Africa, with more than 
200 species in bloom during the rainy season. Eleven 
of these species are endemic to Nyika, and a further 
27 are found nowhere else in Malawi. Nearly 100 
species of mammal have been recorded in Nyika 
National Park, including large herds of antelope and 
the largest population of leopard in Central Africa. 
You can also see eland, roan, zebra, buffalo and 

elephant. Moreover, night drives also offer the possibility of encountering hyenas 
and other small nocturnal predators. Nyika is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
destinations, with over 400 bird species and four species found in Nyika that have 
not been recorded elsewhere in Malawi (Yellow Mountain Warbler, Chirring 
Cisticola, Ayres Cisticola and Mountain Marsh Widow). The best way to appreciate 
the majestic scenery of Nyika is by taking a three-day hike to Livingstonia. 
Mountain bikes can also be hired at the lodge.

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari
Game Walk
Mountain Biking
Birding
Trekking

Activities
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Activities
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the majestic scenery of Nyika is by taking a three-day hike to Livingstonia. 
Mountain bikes can also be hired at the lodge.
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Birding
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Lengwe National Park
80km from Blantyre

Kasungu National Park
150km from Lilongwe

Lengwe National Park which lies 80km south of Blantyre on the border with Mozam-
bique, was first set aside as a game reserve in 1928 to protect the large mammals of the 
Lower Shire Valley, particularly the nyala antelope and their habitat. It was 
subsequently designated a national park in 1970 and expanded to its current size of 
887km² in 1975. The park is managed by the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife (DNPW). Lengwe National Park may seem a bit underwhelming after 
spending a day or two at Majete Wildlife Reserve. This is because the wildlife found in 
the park has not been boosted by reintroduction schemes so they are all in their natural 
habitat. Lengwe National Park was originally Malawi's most northerly nyala habitat. 
Annual game counts conducted by the Wildlife and Environment Society of Malawi 
have indicated a steady increase in the population of the main antelope species in the 
park, especially the rare nyala. The park is also home to between 2,000 and 3,000 
stunning antelope and kudu. On game drives, it is easy to spot Livingstone suni, 
bushbuck, impala, aardvark, yellow baboon, blue monkey, warthog, bush pig, velvet 
monkey and buffalo. Lengwe is fairly dry outside the rainy season and the only stable 
source of water is rain. This means that animals take advantage of the few puddles that 
are constantly supplied with water, which makes the dry season ideal for game 
watching since many animals visit the water holes. The Park is also home to a range of 
bird species, with over 350 species recorded, including the colourful endemic Bohm's 
Bee-eater, Crested Guineafowl, Vanga Flycatcher and Yellow-billed Hornbill. Lengwe 
National Park is an ideal day trip from Blantyre. You can grab a meal at the park's 
restaurant which is a great place to eat while enjoying the wildlife and scenery.

Located west of Kasungu town, along the border with Zambia, Kasungu National Park is 
the closest national park to Lilongwe and was declared a national park in 1970. With an 
area of 2,316 km², it is Malawi's second largest national park after Nyika National Park. 
The park was once a favourite destination of the first President of Malawi, Dr Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda. Kasungu National Park consists of miombo woodlands, grasslands and 
rolling hills, with a small lake and a wide marshy river. The Dwanga and Lingadzi rivers 
are the main sources of water for the ecosystem, especially during the hot dry season from 
September to November, when water levels drop and animals are forced to move closer to 
the remaining water bodies in the park. Kasungu National Park also contains several 
prehistoric sites, including iron-smelling kiln, rock paintings and the remains of a fortified 
village. Climb the hill known as Black Rock for breathtaking views of the entire park with 
endless vistas. Although the animal density is not as high as in Nyika, but elephants, 
various antelopes and small herds of buffalo and zebra can be seen. Predators such as 
leopards, hyenas, servals and jackals are also present, but are not seen often. There is also 
a significant number of hippos in the Lifupa Dam. Just like in other parts of Malawi, bird 
watching is also prevalent at Kasungu National Park, with the ideal time to go being from 
June to September. Kasungu National Park has a lodge and game drives and guided walks 
are also available, but you may easily drive about without a guide if you have a decent map

Activities
Self-Drive
Camping

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Self-Drive
Trekking

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari
Game Walk
Birding 

Majete Wildlife Reserve 70km from Blantyre

Majete Wildlife Reserve which was established in 1955 
is located in southern Malawi, just south of Blantyre. 
The reserve is the only park in Malawi where the 'Big 
Five' can be seen, and game drives and guided tours are 
available. The story of Majete Wildlife Reserve is 
perhaps the most intriguing of all the parks in Malawi. 
Until 2003, when the Malawi Government's Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) and African 
Parks initiated a project to rehabilitate the Majete 
Wildlife Reserve, the law was not adequate enough to 
deal with poaching so elephant, rhino, lion and buffalo 
had all been hunted out, leaving less wildlife and only a 
few remaining antelopes. This empty Majete was 
transformed into a wildlife wonderland: a mass translo-
cation of wildlife began in 2003 and by March 2012, 
2,559 animals of 14 species had been reintroduced, 
including the Big Five: leopard, elephant, buffalo, black 
rhino and lion. By 2017, elephants had bred to more than 
430, and during the historic translocation of 520 
elephants to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, 200 

elephants were also translocated from 
Majete, contributing to the repopulation of 
the reserve.  In 2018, 4 new lions, 2 males 
and 2 females, were reintroduced from South 
Africa to increase the genetic diversity of the 
population, and 5 cheetahs were introduced 
in 2019. In July 2021, 14 African wild dogs 
were relocated from South Africa and 
Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This was a historic 
project to protect the African Wild Dog, of which it is estimated 
that only 6,600 animals and 700 breeding pairs remain on the 
continent. A total of nearly 5,000 wildlife have been 
reintroduced since then, but not a single animal has been 
poached in the reserve since 2003. Majete Wildlife Reserve is a 
conservation success story in Malawi. Located 1.5 hours' drive 
from Blantyre, the reserve is ideal for a day visit. Get away 
from the hustle and bustle of the city and go exploring at 
Majete Wildlife Reserve, the only place in Malawi where the
Big Five are all in  one place.
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Liwonde National Park
190km from Blantyre

Lake Malawi National
Park

220km from Lilongwe

Liwonde National Park is located approximately 190km north of Blantyre and it covers an area 
of 548km². The combination of the Shire River which is the only outlet of Lake Malawi, and 
the rich mopane and grassland habitats provide a suitable environment for wildlife and birds, 
probably making Liwonde the most popular national park in Malawi. Liwonde National Park 
has been managed by African Parks since 2015 which continues to transform Liwonde into a 
first-class safari destination. Between July 2016 and August 2017, Liwonde contributed to the 
largest elephant translocation in history. Out of a population of approximately 800 elephants, 
336 elephants were relocated to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, contributing to the recovery 
of wildlife in the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. In 2017, seven cheetahs were reintroduced to 
Liwonde National Park for the first time in nearly 100 years. Since then, the birth of eight 
cheetah cubs has been confirmed, more than doubling the number of cheetahs already in the 
park. In 2018, 10 lions were also reintroduced from South Africa and Majete Wildlife Reserve. 
In 2019, one of the largest ever international black rhino relocations took place, with 17 black 
Rhinos relocated from South Africa to Liwonde. Furthermore, in 2021, 14 African Wild Dogs 
were successfully relocated from South Africa and Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This reintroduction is an international effort to protect the endangered 
African Wild Dog. In addition, Liwonde National Park is home to an estimated 12,000 large 
mammals, including hippos, crocodiles, African buffalo, waterbuck, impala, common eland, 
sable antelope, bushbuck, kudu, hyena and warthog. It is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
spots and is home to around 400 bird species, including Pel's Fishing Owl, African Skimmer, 
Brown-breasted Barbet, Lilian’s Lovebird and Bohm's Bee-eater. In addition to walking and 
driving safaris, Liwonde offers one of the best boat safari experiences in Africa. It is also 
possible to hire a community guide at the main gate to show you around the park.

Lake Malawi is the third largest lake in Africa and the ninth largest in the world, with a 
maximum depth of 700m in the northern part of the lake, making it the third deepest lake 
in the world. With its golden sandy beaches and glistening turquoise waters, Lake Malawi 
was dubbed “the Lake of Stars” by David Livingstone. Located at the southern end of Lake 
Malawi, Lake Malawi National Park was the world's first freshwater national park and was 
inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. The park covers a total area of 94km² 
and comprises of the land around Cape Maclear Bay (87km²), the lake (7km²) and 13 
islands up to 100m offshore. The crystal-clear water is thought to be home to some 1,000 
species of vibrant cichlid fish, creating a kaleidoscope of colours below the surface. As a 
single lake, it is home to the largest variety of freshwater fish in the world, more than the 
number of freshwater fish species in Europe and North America combined. Lake Malawi 
National Park is not only a picturesque wonder with a rich diversity of fish, but it is also 
one of the best places in the world to enjoy a variety of water sports. Scuba diving, snorkel-
ling, sailing, kayaking, parasailing, boat trips and any other water sport you can think of are 
available all year round.

Nyika National Park 180km from Mzuzu

Located in northern Malawi, Nyika National Park 
covers an area of 3,200km2 and is the largest national 
park in Malawi. It is also Malawi's oldest national 
park, having been established in 1965. Almost the 
entire Nyika Plateau, which rises over 2,500m above 
sea level, is designated as a national park, and the 
landscape of rolling hills, grasslands and flowers is 
breathtakingly stunning, leaving visitors speechless. 
The name Nyika means “Where the water comes 
from”, since the plateau is Malawi's most important 
catchment area. It is also home to the richest orchid 
population in south-central Africa, with more than 
200 species in bloom during the rainy season. Eleven 
of these species are endemic to Nyika, and a further 
27 are found nowhere else in Malawi. Nearly 100 
species of mammal have been recorded in Nyika 
National Park, including large herds of antelope and 
the largest population of leopard in Central Africa. 
You can also see eland, roan, zebra, buffalo and 

elephant. Moreover, night drives also offer the possibility of encountering hyenas 
and other small nocturnal predators. Nyika is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
destinations, with over 400 bird species and four species found in Nyika that have 
not been recorded elsewhere in Malawi (Yellow Mountain Warbler, Chirring 
Cisticola, Ayres Cisticola and Mountain Marsh Widow). The best way to appreciate 
the majestic scenery of Nyika is by taking a three-day hike to Livingstonia. 
Mountain bikes can also be hired at the lodge.
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Lengwe National Park
80km from Blantyre

Kasungu National Park
150km from Lilongwe

Lengwe National Park which lies 80km south of Blantyre on the border with Mozam-
bique, was first set aside as a game reserve in 1928 to protect the large mammals of the 
Lower Shire Valley, particularly the nyala antelope and their habitat. It was 
subsequently designated a national park in 1970 and expanded to its current size of 
887km² in 1975. The park is managed by the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife (DNPW). Lengwe National Park may seem a bit underwhelming after 
spending a day or two at Majete Wildlife Reserve. This is because the wildlife found in 
the park has not been boosted by reintroduction schemes so they are all in their natural 
habitat. Lengwe National Park was originally Malawi's most northerly nyala habitat. 
Annual game counts conducted by the Wildlife and Environment Society of Malawi 
have indicated a steady increase in the population of the main antelope species in the 
park, especially the rare nyala. The park is also home to between 2,000 and 3,000 
stunning antelope and kudu. On game drives, it is easy to spot Livingstone suni, 
bushbuck, impala, aardvark, yellow baboon, blue monkey, warthog, bush pig, velvet 
monkey and buffalo. Lengwe is fairly dry outside the rainy season and the only stable 
source of water is rain. This means that animals take advantage of the few puddles that 
are constantly supplied with water, which makes the dry season ideal for game 
watching since many animals visit the water holes. The Park is also home to a range of 
bird species, with over 350 species recorded, including the colourful endemic Bohm's 
Bee-eater, Crested Guineafowl, Vanga Flycatcher and Yellow-billed Hornbill. Lengwe 
National Park is an ideal day trip from Blantyre. You can grab a meal at the park's 
restaurant which is a great place to eat while enjoying the wildlife and scenery.

Located west of Kasungu town, along the border with Zambia, Kasungu National Park is 
the closest national park to Lilongwe and was declared a national park in 1970. With an 
area of 2,316 km², it is Malawi's second largest national park after Nyika National Park. 
The park was once a favourite destination of the first President of Malawi, Dr Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda. Kasungu National Park consists of miombo woodlands, grasslands and 
rolling hills, with a small lake and a wide marshy river. The Dwanga and Lingadzi rivers 
are the main sources of water for the ecosystem, especially during the hot dry season from 
September to November, when water levels drop and animals are forced to move closer to 
the remaining water bodies in the park. Kasungu National Park also contains several 
prehistoric sites, including iron-smelling kiln, rock paintings and the remains of a fortified 
village. Climb the hill known as Black Rock for breathtaking views of the entire park with 
endless vistas. Although the animal density is not as high as in Nyika, but elephants, 
various antelopes and small herds of buffalo and zebra can be seen. Predators such as 
leopards, hyenas, servals and jackals are also present, but are not seen often. There is also 
a significant number of hippos in the Lifupa Dam. Just like in other parts of Malawi, bird 
watching is also prevalent at Kasungu National Park, with the ideal time to go being from 
June to September. Kasungu National Park has a lodge and game drives and guided walks 
are also available, but you may easily drive about without a guide if you have a decent map
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Majete Wildlife Reserve 70km from Blantyre

Majete Wildlife Reserve which was established in 1955 
is located in southern Malawi, just south of Blantyre. 
The reserve is the only park in Malawi where the 'Big 
Five' can be seen, and game drives and guided tours are 
available. The story of Majete Wildlife Reserve is 
perhaps the most intriguing of all the parks in Malawi. 
Until 2003, when the Malawi Government's Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) and African 
Parks initiated a project to rehabilitate the Majete 
Wildlife Reserve, the law was not adequate enough to 
deal with poaching so elephant, rhino, lion and buffalo 
had all been hunted out, leaving less wildlife and only a 
few remaining antelopes. This empty Majete was 
transformed into a wildlife wonderland: a mass translo-
cation of wildlife began in 2003 and by March 2012, 
2,559 animals of 14 species had been reintroduced, 
including the Big Five: leopard, elephant, buffalo, black 
rhino and lion. By 2017, elephants had bred to more than 
430, and during the historic translocation of 520 
elephants to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, 200 

elephants were also translocated from 
Majete, contributing to the repopulation of 
the reserve.  In 2018, 4 new lions, 2 males 
and 2 females, were reintroduced from South 
Africa to increase the genetic diversity of the 
population, and 5 cheetahs were introduced 
in 2019. In July 2021, 14 African wild dogs 
were relocated from South Africa and 
Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This was a historic 
project to protect the African Wild Dog, of which it is estimated 
that only 6,600 animals and 700 breeding pairs remain on the 
continent. A total of nearly 5,000 wildlife have been 
reintroduced since then, but not a single animal has been 
poached in the reserve since 2003. Majete Wildlife Reserve is a 
conservation success story in Malawi. Located 1.5 hours' drive 
from Blantyre, the reserve is ideal for a day visit. Get away 
from the hustle and bustle of the city and go exploring at 
Majete Wildlife Reserve, the only place in Malawi where the
Big Five are all in  one place.
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Liwonde National Park is located approximately 190km north of Blantyre and it covers an area 
of 548km². The combination of the Shire River which is the only outlet of Lake Malawi, and 
the rich mopane and grassland habitats provide a suitable environment for wildlife and birds, 
probably making Liwonde the most popular national park in Malawi. Liwonde National Park 
has been managed by African Parks since 2015 which continues to transform Liwonde into a 
first-class safari destination. Between July 2016 and August 2017, Liwonde contributed to the 
largest elephant translocation in history. Out of a population of approximately 800 elephants, 
336 elephants were relocated to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, contributing to the recovery 
of wildlife in the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. In 2017, seven cheetahs were reintroduced to 
Liwonde National Park for the first time in nearly 100 years. Since then, the birth of eight 
cheetah cubs has been confirmed, more than doubling the number of cheetahs already in the 
park. In 2018, 10 lions were also reintroduced from South Africa and Majete Wildlife Reserve. 
In 2019, one of the largest ever international black rhino relocations took place, with 17 black 
Rhinos relocated from South Africa to Liwonde. Furthermore, in 2021, 14 African Wild Dogs 
were successfully relocated from South Africa and Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This reintroduction is an international effort to protect the endangered 
African Wild Dog. In addition, Liwonde National Park is home to an estimated 12,000 large 
mammals, including hippos, crocodiles, African buffalo, waterbuck, impala, common eland, 
sable antelope, bushbuck, kudu, hyena and warthog. It is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
spots and is home to around 400 bird species, including Pel's Fishing Owl, African Skimmer, 
Brown-breasted Barbet, Lilian’s Lovebird and Bohm's Bee-eater. In addition to walking and 
driving safaris, Liwonde offers one of the best boat safari experiences in Africa. It is also 
possible to hire a community guide at the main gate to show you around the park.

Lake Malawi is the third largest lake in Africa and the ninth largest in the world, with a 
maximum depth of 700m in the northern part of the lake, making it the third deepest lake 
in the world. With its golden sandy beaches and glistening turquoise waters, Lake Malawi 
was dubbed “the Lake of Stars” by David Livingstone. Located at the southern end of Lake 
Malawi, Lake Malawi National Park was the world's first freshwater national park and was 
inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. The park covers a total area of 94km² 
and comprises of the land around Cape Maclear Bay (87km²), the lake (7km²) and 13 
islands up to 100m offshore. The crystal-clear water is thought to be home to some 1,000 
species of vibrant cichlid fish, creating a kaleidoscope of colours below the surface. As a 
single lake, it is home to the largest variety of freshwater fish in the world, more than the 
number of freshwater fish species in Europe and North America combined. Lake Malawi 
National Park is not only a picturesque wonder with a rich diversity of fish, but it is also 
one of the best places in the world to enjoy a variety of water sports. Scuba diving, snorkel-
ling, sailing, kayaking, parasailing, boat trips and any other water sport you can think of are 
available all year round.

Nyika National Park 180km from Mzuzu

Located in northern Malawi, Nyika National Park 
covers an area of 3,200km2 and is the largest national 
park in Malawi. It is also Malawi's oldest national 
park, having been established in 1965. Almost the 
entire Nyika Plateau, which rises over 2,500m above 
sea level, is designated as a national park, and the 
landscape of rolling hills, grasslands and flowers is 
breathtakingly stunning, leaving visitors speechless. 
The name Nyika means “Where the water comes 
from”, since the plateau is Malawi's most important 
catchment area. It is also home to the richest orchid 
population in south-central Africa, with more than 
200 species in bloom during the rainy season. Eleven 
of these species are endemic to Nyika, and a further 
27 are found nowhere else in Malawi. Nearly 100 
species of mammal have been recorded in Nyika 
National Park, including large herds of antelope and 
the largest population of leopard in Central Africa. 
You can also see eland, roan, zebra, buffalo and 

elephant. Moreover, night drives also offer the possibility of encountering hyenas 
and other small nocturnal predators. Nyika is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
destinations, with over 400 bird species and four species found in Nyika that have 
not been recorded elsewhere in Malawi (Yellow Mountain Warbler, Chirring 
Cisticola, Ayres Cisticola and Mountain Marsh Widow). The best way to appreciate 
the majestic scenery of Nyika is by taking a three-day hike to Livingstonia. 
Mountain bikes can also be hired at the lodge.
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80km from Blantyre

Kasungu National Park
150km from Lilongwe

Lengwe National Park which lies 80km south of Blantyre on the border with Mozam-
bique, was first set aside as a game reserve in 1928 to protect the large mammals of the 
Lower Shire Valley, particularly the nyala antelope and their habitat. It was 
subsequently designated a national park in 1970 and expanded to its current size of 
887km² in 1975. The park is managed by the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife (DNPW). Lengwe National Park may seem a bit underwhelming after 
spending a day or two at Majete Wildlife Reserve. This is because the wildlife found in 
the park has not been boosted by reintroduction schemes so they are all in their natural 
habitat. Lengwe National Park was originally Malawi's most northerly nyala habitat. 
Annual game counts conducted by the Wildlife and Environment Society of Malawi 
have indicated a steady increase in the population of the main antelope species in the 
park, especially the rare nyala. The park is also home to between 2,000 and 3,000 
stunning antelope and kudu. On game drives, it is easy to spot Livingstone suni, 
bushbuck, impala, aardvark, yellow baboon, blue monkey, warthog, bush pig, velvet 
monkey and buffalo. Lengwe is fairly dry outside the rainy season and the only stable 
source of water is rain. This means that animals take advantage of the few puddles that 
are constantly supplied with water, which makes the dry season ideal for game 
watching since many animals visit the water holes. The Park is also home to a range of 
bird species, with over 350 species recorded, including the colourful endemic Bohm's 
Bee-eater, Crested Guineafowl, Vanga Flycatcher and Yellow-billed Hornbill. Lengwe 
National Park is an ideal day trip from Blantyre. You can grab a meal at the park's 
restaurant which is a great place to eat while enjoying the wildlife and scenery.

Located west of Kasungu town, along the border with Zambia, Kasungu National Park is 
the closest national park to Lilongwe and was declared a national park in 1970. With an 
area of 2,316 km², it is Malawi's second largest national park after Nyika National Park. 
The park was once a favourite destination of the first President of Malawi, Dr Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda. Kasungu National Park consists of miombo woodlands, grasslands and 
rolling hills, with a small lake and a wide marshy river. The Dwanga and Lingadzi rivers 
are the main sources of water for the ecosystem, especially during the hot dry season from 
September to November, when water levels drop and animals are forced to move closer to 
the remaining water bodies in the park. Kasungu National Park also contains several 
prehistoric sites, including iron-smelling kiln, rock paintings and the remains of a fortified 
village. Climb the hill known as Black Rock for breathtaking views of the entire park with 
endless vistas. Although the animal density is not as high as in Nyika, but elephants, 
various antelopes and small herds of buffalo and zebra can be seen. Predators such as 
leopards, hyenas, servals and jackals are also present, but are not seen often. There is also 
a significant number of hippos in the Lifupa Dam. Just like in other parts of Malawi, bird 
watching is also prevalent at Kasungu National Park, with the ideal time to go being from 
June to September. Kasungu National Park has a lodge and game drives and guided walks 
are also available, but you may easily drive about without a guide if you have a decent map
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Majete Wildlife Reserve 70km from Blantyre

Majete Wildlife Reserve which was established in 1955 
is located in southern Malawi, just south of Blantyre. 
The reserve is the only park in Malawi where the 'Big 
Five' can be seen, and game drives and guided tours are 
available. The story of Majete Wildlife Reserve is 
perhaps the most intriguing of all the parks in Malawi. 
Until 2003, when the Malawi Government's Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) and African 
Parks initiated a project to rehabilitate the Majete 
Wildlife Reserve, the law was not adequate enough to 
deal with poaching so elephant, rhino, lion and buffalo 
had all been hunted out, leaving less wildlife and only a 
few remaining antelopes. This empty Majete was 
transformed into a wildlife wonderland: a mass translo-
cation of wildlife began in 2003 and by March 2012, 
2,559 animals of 14 species had been reintroduced, 
including the Big Five: leopard, elephant, buffalo, black 
rhino and lion. By 2017, elephants had bred to more than 
430, and during the historic translocation of 520 
elephants to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, 200 

elephants were also translocated from 
Majete, contributing to the repopulation of 
the reserve.  In 2018, 4 new lions, 2 males 
and 2 females, were reintroduced from South 
Africa to increase the genetic diversity of the 
population, and 5 cheetahs were introduced 
in 2019. In July 2021, 14 African wild dogs 
were relocated from South Africa and 
Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This was a historic 
project to protect the African Wild Dog, of which it is estimated 
that only 6,600 animals and 700 breeding pairs remain on the 
continent. A total of nearly 5,000 wildlife have been 
reintroduced since then, but not a single animal has been 
poached in the reserve since 2003. Majete Wildlife Reserve is a 
conservation success story in Malawi. Located 1.5 hours' drive 
from Blantyre, the reserve is ideal for a day visit. Get away 
from the hustle and bustle of the city and go exploring at 
Majete Wildlife Reserve, the only place in Malawi where the
Big Five are all in  one place.
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Liwonde National Park is located approximately 190km north of Blantyre and it covers an area 
of 548km². The combination of the Shire River which is the only outlet of Lake Malawi, and 
the rich mopane and grassland habitats provide a suitable environment for wildlife and birds, 
probably making Liwonde the most popular national park in Malawi. Liwonde National Park 
has been managed by African Parks since 2015 which continues to transform Liwonde into a 
first-class safari destination. Between July 2016 and August 2017, Liwonde contributed to the 
largest elephant translocation in history. Out of a population of approximately 800 elephants, 
336 elephants were relocated to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, contributing to the recovery 
of wildlife in the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. In 2017, seven cheetahs were reintroduced to 
Liwonde National Park for the first time in nearly 100 years. Since then, the birth of eight 
cheetah cubs has been confirmed, more than doubling the number of cheetahs already in the 
park. In 2018, 10 lions were also reintroduced from South Africa and Majete Wildlife Reserve. 
In 2019, one of the largest ever international black rhino relocations took place, with 17 black 
Rhinos relocated from South Africa to Liwonde. Furthermore, in 2021, 14 African Wild Dogs 
were successfully relocated from South Africa and Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This reintroduction is an international effort to protect the endangered 
African Wild Dog. In addition, Liwonde National Park is home to an estimated 12,000 large 
mammals, including hippos, crocodiles, African buffalo, waterbuck, impala, common eland, 
sable antelope, bushbuck, kudu, hyena and warthog. It is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
spots and is home to around 400 bird species, including Pel's Fishing Owl, African Skimmer, 
Brown-breasted Barbet, Lilian’s Lovebird and Bohm's Bee-eater. In addition to walking and 
driving safaris, Liwonde offers one of the best boat safari experiences in Africa. It is also 
possible to hire a community guide at the main gate to show you around the park.

Lake Malawi is the third largest lake in Africa and the ninth largest in the world, with a 
maximum depth of 700m in the northern part of the lake, making it the third deepest lake 
in the world. With its golden sandy beaches and glistening turquoise waters, Lake Malawi 
was dubbed “the Lake of Stars” by David Livingstone. Located at the southern end of Lake 
Malawi, Lake Malawi National Park was the world's first freshwater national park and was 
inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. The park covers a total area of 94km² 
and comprises of the land around Cape Maclear Bay (87km²), the lake (7km²) and 13 
islands up to 100m offshore. The crystal-clear water is thought to be home to some 1,000 
species of vibrant cichlid fish, creating a kaleidoscope of colours below the surface. As a 
single lake, it is home to the largest variety of freshwater fish in the world, more than the 
number of freshwater fish species in Europe and North America combined. Lake Malawi 
National Park is not only a picturesque wonder with a rich diversity of fish, but it is also 
one of the best places in the world to enjoy a variety of water sports. Scuba diving, snorkel-
ling, sailing, kayaking, parasailing, boat trips and any other water sport you can think of are 
available all year round.

Nyika National Park 180km from Mzuzu

Located in northern Malawi, Nyika National Park 
covers an area of 3,200km2 and is the largest national 
park in Malawi. It is also Malawi's oldest national 
park, having been established in 1965. Almost the 
entire Nyika Plateau, which rises over 2,500m above 
sea level, is designated as a national park, and the 
landscape of rolling hills, grasslands and flowers is 
breathtakingly stunning, leaving visitors speechless. 
The name Nyika means “Where the water comes 
from”, since the plateau is Malawi's most important 
catchment area. It is also home to the richest orchid 
population in south-central Africa, with more than 
200 species in bloom during the rainy season. Eleven 
of these species are endemic to Nyika, and a further 
27 are found nowhere else in Malawi. Nearly 100 
species of mammal have been recorded in Nyika 
National Park, including large herds of antelope and 
the largest population of leopard in Central Africa. 
You can also see eland, roan, zebra, buffalo and 

elephant. Moreover, night drives also offer the possibility of encountering hyenas 
and other small nocturnal predators. Nyika is also one of Malawi's leading birding 
destinations, with over 400 bird species and four species found in Nyika that have 
not been recorded elsewhere in Malawi (Yellow Mountain Warbler, Chirring 
Cisticola, Ayres Cisticola and Mountain Marsh Widow). The best way to appreciate 
the majestic scenery of Nyika is by taking a three-day hike to Livingstonia. 
Mountain bikes can also be hired at the lodge.

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari
Game Walk
Mountain Biking
Birding
Trekking

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari

Birding
Boat Safari

Activities
Scuba Diving
Snorkelling

Kayaking
Birding

Sailing
Boat Trip
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Lengwe National Park
80km from Blantyre

Kasungu National Park
150km from Lilongwe

Lengwe National Park which lies 80km south of Blantyre on the border with Mozam-
bique, was first set aside as a game reserve in 1928 to protect the large mammals of the 
Lower Shire Valley, particularly the nyala antelope and their habitat. It was 
subsequently designated a national park in 1970 and expanded to its current size of 
887km² in 1975. The park is managed by the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife (DNPW). Lengwe National Park may seem a bit underwhelming after 
spending a day or two at Majete Wildlife Reserve. This is because the wildlife found in 
the park has not been boosted by reintroduction schemes so they are all in their natural 
habitat. Lengwe National Park was originally Malawi's most northerly nyala habitat. 
Annual game counts conducted by the Wildlife and Environment Society of Malawi 
have indicated a steady increase in the population of the main antelope species in the 
park, especially the rare nyala. The park is also home to between 2,000 and 3,000 
stunning antelope and kudu. On game drives, it is easy to spot Livingstone suni, 
bushbuck, impala, aardvark, yellow baboon, blue monkey, warthog, bush pig, velvet 
monkey and buffalo. Lengwe is fairly dry outside the rainy season and the only stable 
source of water is rain. This means that animals take advantage of the few puddles that 
are constantly supplied with water, which makes the dry season ideal for game 
watching since many animals visit the water holes. The Park is also home to a range of 
bird species, with over 350 species recorded, including the colourful endemic Bohm's 
Bee-eater, Crested Guineafowl, Vanga Flycatcher and Yellow-billed Hornbill. Lengwe 
National Park is an ideal day trip from Blantyre. You can grab a meal at the park's 
restaurant which is a great place to eat while enjoying the wildlife and scenery.

Located west of Kasungu town, along the border with Zambia, Kasungu National Park is 
the closest national park to Lilongwe and was declared a national park in 1970. With an 
area of 2,316 km², it is Malawi's second largest national park after Nyika National Park. 
The park was once a favourite destination of the first President of Malawi, Dr Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda. Kasungu National Park consists of miombo woodlands, grasslands and 
rolling hills, with a small lake and a wide marshy river. The Dwanga and Lingadzi rivers 
are the main sources of water for the ecosystem, especially during the hot dry season from 
September to November, when water levels drop and animals are forced to move closer to 
the remaining water bodies in the park. Kasungu National Park also contains several 
prehistoric sites, including iron-smelling kiln, rock paintings and the remains of a fortified 
village. Climb the hill known as Black Rock for breathtaking views of the entire park with 
endless vistas. Although the animal density is not as high as in Nyika, but elephants, 
various antelopes and small herds of buffalo and zebra can be seen. Predators such as 
leopards, hyenas, servals and jackals are also present, but are not seen often. There is also 
a significant number of hippos in the Lifupa Dam. Just like in other parts of Malawi, bird 
watching is also prevalent at Kasungu National Park, with the ideal time to go being from 
June to September. Kasungu National Park has a lodge and game drives and guided walks 
are also available, but you may easily drive about without a guide if you have a decent map

Activities
Self-Drive
Camping

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Self-Drive
Trekking

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari
Game Walk
Birding 

Majete Wildlife Reserve 70km from Blantyre

Majete Wildlife Reserve which was established in 1955 
is located in southern Malawi, just south of Blantyre. 
The reserve is the only park in Malawi where the 'Big 
Five' can be seen, and game drives and guided tours are 
available. The story of Majete Wildlife Reserve is 
perhaps the most intriguing of all the parks in Malawi. 
Until 2003, when the Malawi Government's Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) and African 
Parks initiated a project to rehabilitate the Majete 
Wildlife Reserve, the law was not adequate enough to 
deal with poaching so elephant, rhino, lion and buffalo 
had all been hunted out, leaving less wildlife and only a 
few remaining antelopes. This empty Majete was 
transformed into a wildlife wonderland: a mass translo-
cation of wildlife began in 2003 and by March 2012, 
2,559 animals of 14 species had been reintroduced, 
including the Big Five: leopard, elephant, buffalo, black 
rhino and lion. By 2017, elephants had bred to more than 
430, and during the historic translocation of 520 
elephants to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, 200 

elephants were also translocated from 
Majete, contributing to the repopulation of 
the reserve.  In 2018, 4 new lions, 2 males 
and 2 females, were reintroduced from South 
Africa to increase the genetic diversity of the 
population, and 5 cheetahs were introduced 
in 2019. In July 2021, 14 African wild dogs 
were relocated from South Africa and 
Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This was a historic 
project to protect the African Wild Dog, of which it is estimated 
that only 6,600 animals and 700 breeding pairs remain on the 
continent. A total of nearly 5,000 wildlife have been 
reintroduced since then, but not a single animal has been 
poached in the reserve since 2003. Majete Wildlife Reserve is a 
conservation success story in Malawi. Located 1.5 hours' drive 
from Blantyre, the reserve is ideal for a day visit. Get away 
from the hustle and bustle of the city and go exploring at 
Majete Wildlife Reserve, the only place in Malawi where the
Big Five are all in  one place.

National Parks Wildlife Reserves
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Kasungu National Park
150km from Lilongwe

Lengwe National Park which lies 80km south of Blantyre on the border with Mozam-
bique, was first set aside as a game reserve in 1928 to protect the large mammals of the 
Lower Shire Valley, particularly the nyala antelope and their habitat. It was 
subsequently designated a national park in 1970 and expanded to its current size of 
887km² in 1975. The park is managed by the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife (DNPW). Lengwe National Park may seem a bit underwhelming after 
spending a day or two at Majete Wildlife Reserve. This is because the wildlife found in 
the park has not been boosted by reintroduction schemes so they are all in their natural 
habitat. Lengwe National Park was originally Malawi's most northerly nyala habitat. 
Annual game counts conducted by the Wildlife and Environment Society of Malawi 
have indicated a steady increase in the population of the main antelope species in the 
park, especially the rare nyala. The park is also home to between 2,000 and 3,000 
stunning antelope and kudu. On game drives, it is easy to spot Livingstone suni, 
bushbuck, impala, aardvark, yellow baboon, blue monkey, warthog, bush pig, velvet 
monkey and buffalo. Lengwe is fairly dry outside the rainy season and the only stable 
source of water is rain. This means that animals take advantage of the few puddles that 
are constantly supplied with water, which makes the dry season ideal for game 
watching since many animals visit the water holes. The Park is also home to a range of 
bird species, with over 350 species recorded, including the colourful endemic Bohm's 
Bee-eater, Crested Guineafowl, Vanga Flycatcher and Yellow-billed Hornbill. Lengwe 
National Park is an ideal day trip from Blantyre. You can grab a meal at the park's 
restaurant which is a great place to eat while enjoying the wildlife and scenery.

Located west of Kasungu town, along the border with Zambia, Kasungu National Park is 
the closest national park to Lilongwe and was declared a national park in 1970. With an 
area of 2,316 km², it is Malawi's second largest national park after Nyika National Park. 
The park was once a favourite destination of the first President of Malawi, Dr Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda. Kasungu National Park consists of miombo woodlands, grasslands and 
rolling hills, with a small lake and a wide marshy river. The Dwanga and Lingadzi rivers 
are the main sources of water for the ecosystem, especially during the hot dry season from 
September to November, when water levels drop and animals are forced to move closer to 
the remaining water bodies in the park. Kasungu National Park also contains several 
prehistoric sites, including iron-smelling kiln, rock paintings and the remains of a fortified 
village. Climb the hill known as Black Rock for breathtaking views of the entire park with 
endless vistas. Although the animal density is not as high as in Nyika, but elephants, 
various antelopes and small herds of buffalo and zebra can be seen. Predators such as 
leopards, hyenas, servals and jackals are also present, but are not seen often. There is also 
a significant number of hippos in the Lifupa Dam. Just like in other parts of Malawi, bird 
watching is also prevalent at Kasungu National Park, with the ideal time to go being from 
June to September. Kasungu National Park has a lodge and game drives and guided walks 
are also available, but you may easily drive about without a guide if you have a decent map

Activities
Self-Drive
Camping

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Self-Drive
Trekking

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Game Drive
Night Safari
Game Walk
Birding 
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is located in southern Malawi, just south of Blantyre. 
The reserve is the only park in Malawi where the 'Big 
Five' can be seen, and game drives and guided tours are 
available. The story of Majete Wildlife Reserve is 
perhaps the most intriguing of all the parks in Malawi. 
Until 2003, when the Malawi Government's Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) and African 
Parks initiated a project to rehabilitate the Majete 
Wildlife Reserve, the law was not adequate enough to 
deal with poaching so elephant, rhino, lion and buffalo 
had all been hunted out, leaving less wildlife and only a 
few remaining antelopes. This empty Majete was 
transformed into a wildlife wonderland: a mass translo-
cation of wildlife began in 2003 and by March 2012, 
2,559 animals of 14 species had been reintroduced, 
including the Big Five: leopard, elephant, buffalo, black 
rhino and lion. By 2017, elephants had bred to more than 
430, and during the historic translocation of 520 
elephants to the Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve, 200 

elephants were also translocated from 
Majete, contributing to the repopulation of 
the reserve.  In 2018, 4 new lions, 2 males 
and 2 females, were reintroduced from South 
Africa to increase the genetic diversity of the 
population, and 5 cheetahs were introduced 
in 2019. In July 2021, 14 African wild dogs 
were relocated from South Africa and 
Mozambique to Liwonde National Park and 
Majete Wildlife Reserve. This was a historic 
project to protect the African Wild Dog, of which it is estimated 
that only 6,600 animals and 700 breeding pairs remain on the 
continent. A total of nearly 5,000 wildlife have been 
reintroduced since then, but not a single animal has been 
poached in the reserve since 2003. Majete Wildlife Reserve is a 
conservation success story in Malawi. Located 1.5 hours' drive 
from Blantyre, the reserve is ideal for a day visit. Get away 
from the hustle and bustle of the city and go exploring at 
Majete Wildlife Reserve, the only place in Malawi where the
Big Five are all in  one place.

National Parks Wildlife Reserves
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Activities
Self-drive
Camping

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Self-drive
Camping

Birding
Trekking

Vwaza Marsh Wildlife
130km from Mzuzu

Mwabvi Wildlife
Reserve

150km from Blantyre

Located north-west of Mzuzu, on the border with Zambia, Vwaza Marsh Wildlife 
Reserve is a 978km² reserve which was designated in 1977. In the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Vwaza Marsh was one of the most famous places of ivory collection. Today, 
it is one of the best places in Malawi to see elephants and buffaloes. If you visit Nyika 
National Park by car, be sure to stop off at Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve at the foot 
of Nyika Plateau. Both Nyika and Vwaza offer the ultimate safari experience in 
Malawi. Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve comprises of forests, grasslands and marshy 
plains, with several streams flowing into Lake Kazuni near the main entrance to the 
reserve. Lake Kazuni is a small lake by Malawian standards, but very attractive for 
wildlife: it is home to more than 500 hippos and on most days hippos can be seen 
poking their heads out of the water. Crocodiles can often be seen basking on the lake's 
sandy beaches. It is estimated that there are more than 1,000 buffalo in the vicinity, but 
their roaming habits mean that sightings are not easy to predict. Hundreds of elephants 
inhabit the area and it is not uncommon to see herds of 30-40. There are few predators, 
but lions, leopards and wild dogs have been spotted in the past. A variety of other 
antelopes are also present, including the roan, greater kudu, Lichtenstein’s hartebeest, 
eland and impala. With around 300 bird species, bird watching is also popular in the 
park. It is one of the best places in Malawi to view waders such as stork, heron and 
white-faced tree duck. Wildlife viewing is best done on foot around Lake Kazuni or on 
wilderness trails. You can either drive around the reserve in your own vehicle or 
arrange for a guide at the entrance to the reserve.

Located in Malawi's southernmost district of Nsanje, Mwabvi Wildlife Reserve is on the 
border with Mozambique and is the country's smallest wildlife reserve, covering 135 km². 
Although it is not far from Lengwe National Park and Majete Wildlife Reserve, it is 
considered the most inaccessible reserve in Malawi. There is a wide range of vegetation, 
from grasslands to forests, with some fairly deep forests. The magnificent sandstone 
outcrops with 360-degree views of the Shire and Zambezi rivers and the Mopane 
woodlands create a lunar landscape that is attractive all year round. Guided walks by game 
rangers are recommended for keen walkers. The pristine wilderness still maintains a 
decent number of wildlife including buffalo which can be observed bathing in the Mwabvi 
River. The area is also home to many species of antelope, including kudu, sable, impala, 
nyala, and leopard and hyena have also been spotted. The best time for game watching is 
during the cooler months of June-August, because the altitude is low and summers can get 
quite hot and humid. Poor road conditions can limit access, so a 4x4 vehicle is 
recommended, especially during the rainy season

Activities
Game Drive
Boat Safari
Game Walk
Birding
Trekking
Rafting

Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve 230km from Lilongwe

Located in central Malawi, the 1,802 km² Nkhotakota 
Wildlife Reserve is Malawi's largest and oldest reserve, 
having been established in 1954. Nkhotakota Wildlife 
Reserve has been managed by African Parks in collaboration 
with Malawi’s Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
(DNPW) since 2015 and its exciting future is very much in 
the spotlight. The rugged terrain ranges from an altitude of 
500m in the east to 1,63 m at the summit of Chipata 
Mountain, and the plateau is dotted with streams and 
waterfalls, making it a great spot for fishing, canoeing and 
river rafting. Due to years of poaching and lawlessness, the 
Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve was home to more than 1,500 
elephants in the 1990s, but by 2015 the population had 
dwindled to less than 100. However, between July 2016 and 
August 2017, African Parks successfully relocated a total of 
520 elephants and 2000 animals, including sable, waterbuck, 
kudu and impala, from Liwonde National Park and Majete 
Wildlife Reserve to Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. This was 
one of the largest relocations of elephants ever recorded in the 
history of the world. The elephants' return to the park has 

established it as an important ecotourism attraction. The park also offers a wide 
range of activities, including fishing, canoeing and rafting. The Bua River, 
which flows through the reserve, is home to lake salmon and offers exciting 
catch-and-release fishing. On boat trips, you may see countless elephants 
bathing on the riverbanks. Or on walking safaris, explore the pristine African 
wilderness with an armed guide, pursuing animal tracks and observing the many 
species of plants. Alternatively, climb Chipata Mountain, the highest peak, and 
you will be rewarded with spectacular views of Nkhotakota across the horizon.

Wildlife Reserves Wildlife Reserves
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Activities
Game Drive
Boat Safari
Game Walk
Birding
Trekking
Rafting
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Located in central Malawi, the 1,802 km² Nkhotakota 
Wildlife Reserve is Malawi's largest and oldest reserve, 
having been established in 1954. Nkhotakota Wildlife 
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with Malawi’s Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
(DNPW) since 2015 and its exciting future is very much in 
the spotlight. The rugged terrain ranges from an altitude of 
500m in the east to 1,63 m at the summit of Chipata 
Mountain, and the plateau is dotted with streams and 
waterfalls, making it a great spot for fishing, canoeing and 
river rafting. Due to years of poaching and lawlessness, the 
Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve was home to more than 1,500 
elephants in the 1990s, but by 2015 the population had 
dwindled to less than 100. However, between July 2016 and 
August 2017, African Parks successfully relocated a total of 
520 elephants and 2000 animals, including sable, waterbuck, 
kudu and impala, from Liwonde National Park and Majete 
Wildlife Reserve to Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. This was 
one of the largest relocations of elephants ever recorded in the 
history of the world. The elephants' return to the park has 

established it as an important ecotourism attraction. The park also offers a wide 
range of activities, including fishing, canoeing and rafting. The Bua River, 
which flows through the reserve, is home to lake salmon and offers exciting 
catch-and-release fishing. On boat trips, you may see countless elephants 
bathing on the riverbanks. Or on walking safaris, explore the pristine African 
wilderness with an armed guide, pursuing animal tracks and observing the many 
species of plants. Alternatively, climb Chipata Mountain, the highest peak, and 
you will be rewarded with spectacular views of Nkhotakota across the horizon.
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Activities
Self-drive
Camping

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Self-drive
Camping

Birding
Trekking

Vwaza Marsh Wildlife
Reserve

130km from Mzuzu

Mwabvi Wildlife
Reserve

150km from Blantyre

Located north-west of Mzuzu, on the border with Zambia, Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve is a 
978km² reserve which was designated in 1977. In the 19th and early 20th centuries, Vwaza 
Marsh was one of the most famous places of ivory collection. Today, it is one of the best places 
in Malawi to see elephants and buffaloes. If you visit Nyika National Park by car, be sure to stop 
off at Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve at the foot of Nyika Plateau. Both Nyika and Vwaza offer 
the ultimate safari experience in Malawi. Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve comprises of forests, 
grasslands and marshy plains, with several streams flowing into Lake Kazuni near the main 
entrance to the reserve. Lake Kazuni is a small lake by Malawian standards, but very attractive 
for wildlife: it is home to more than 500 hippos and on most days hippos can be seen poking their 
heads out of the water. Crocodiles can often be seen basking on the lake's sandy beaches. It is 
estimated that there are more than 1,000 buffalo in the vicinity, but their roaming habits mean 
that sightings are not easy to predict. Hundreds of elephants inhabit the area and it is not uncom-
mon to see herds of 30-40. There are few predators, but lions, leopards and wild dogs have been 
spotted in the past. A variety of other antelopes are also present, including the roan, greater kudu, 
Lichtenstein’s hartebeest, eland and impala. With around 300 bird species, bird watching is also 
popular in the park. It is one of the best places in Malawi to view waders such as stork, heron and 
white-faced tree duck. Wildlife viewing is best done on foot around Lake Kazuni or on wilder-
ness trails. You can either drive around the reserve in your own vehicle or arrange for a guide at 
the entrance to the reserve.

Located in Malawi's southernmost district of Nsanje, Mwabvi Wildlife Reserve is on the 
border with Mozambique and is the country's smallest wildlife reserve, covering 135 km². 
Although it is not far from Lengwe National Park and Majete Wildlife Reserve, it is 
considered the most inaccessible reserve in Malawi. There is a wide range of vegetation, 
from grasslands to forests, with some fairly deep forests. The magnificent sandstone 
outcrops with 360-degree views of the Shire and Zambezi rivers and the Mopane 
woodlands create a lunar landscape that is attractive all year round. Guided walks by game 
rangers are recommended for keen walkers. The pristine wilderness still maintains a 
decent number of wildlife including buffalo which can be observed bathing in the Mwabvi 
River. The area is also home to many species of antelope, including kudu, sable, impala, 
nyala, and leopard and hyena have also been spotted. The best time for game watching is 
during the cooler months of June-August, because the altitude is low and summers can get 
quite hot and humid. Poor road conditions can limit access, so a 4x4 vehicle is 
recommended, especially during the rainy season
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Reserve is a 978km² reserve which was designated in 1977. In the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Vwaza Marsh was one of the most famous places of ivory collection. Today, 
it is one of the best places in Malawi to see elephants and buffaloes. If you visit Nyika 
National Park by car, be sure to stop off at Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve at the foot 
of Nyika Plateau. Both Nyika and Vwaza offer the ultimate safari experience in 
Malawi. Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve comprises of forests, grasslands and marshy 
plains, with several streams flowing into Lake Kazuni near the main entrance to the 
reserve. Lake Kazuni is a small lake by Malawian standards, but very attractive for 
wildlife: it is home to more than 500 hippos and on most days hippos can be seen 
poking their heads out of the water. Crocodiles can often be seen basking on the lake's 
sandy beaches. It is estimated that there are more than 1,000 buffalo in the vicinity, but 
their roaming habits mean that sightings are not easy to predict. Hundreds of elephants 
inhabit the area and it is not uncommon to see herds of 30-40. There are few predators, 
but lions, leopards and wild dogs have been spotted in the past. A variety of other 
antelopes are also present, including the roan, greater kudu, Lichtenstein’s hartebeest, 
eland and impala. With around 300 bird species, bird watching is also popular in the 
park. It is one of the best places in Malawi to view waders such as stork, heron and 
white-faced tree duck. Wildlife viewing is best done on foot around Lake Kazuni or on 
wilderness trails. You can either drive around the reserve in your own vehicle or 
arrange for a guide at the entrance to the reserve.

Located in Malawi's southernmost district of Nsanje, Mwabvi Wildlife Reserve is on the 
border with Mozambique and is the country's smallest wildlife reserve, covering 135 km². 
Although it is not far from Lengwe National Park and Majete Wildlife Reserve, it is 
considered the most inaccessible reserve in Malawi. There is a wide range of vegetation, 
from grasslands to forests, with some fairly deep forests. The magnificent sandstone 
outcrops with 360-degree views of the Shire and Zambezi rivers and the Mopane 
woodlands create a lunar landscape that is attractive all year round. Guided walks by game 
rangers are recommended for keen walkers. The pristine wilderness still maintains a 
decent number of wildlife including buffalo which can be observed bathing in the Mwabvi 
River. The area is also home to many species of antelope, including kudu, sable, impala, 
nyala, and leopard and hyena have also been spotted. The best time for game watching is 
during the cooler months of June-August, because the altitude is low and summers can get 
quite hot and humid. Poor road conditions can limit access, so a 4x4 vehicle is 
recommended, especially during the rainy season
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Located in central Malawi, the 1,802 km² Nkhotakota 
Wildlife Reserve is Malawi's largest and oldest reserve, 
having been established in 1954. Nkhotakota Wildlife 
Reserve has been managed by African Parks in collaboration 
with Malawi’s Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
(DNPW) since 2015 and its exciting future is very much in 
the spotlight. The rugged terrain ranges from an altitude of 
500m in the east to 1,63 m at the summit of Chipata 
Mountain, and the plateau is dotted with streams and 
waterfalls, making it a great spot for fishing, canoeing and 
river rafting. Due to years of poaching and lawlessness, the 
Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve was home to more than 1,500 
elephants in the 1990s, but by 2015 the population had 
dwindled to less than 100. However, between July 2016 and 
August 2017, African Parks successfully relocated a total of 
520 elephants and 2000 animals, including sable, waterbuck, 
kudu and impala, from Liwonde National Park and Majete 
Wildlife Reserve to Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. This was 
one of the largest relocations of elephants ever recorded in the 
history of the world. The elephants' return to the park has 

established it as an important ecotourism attraction. The park also offers a wide 
range of activities, including fishing, canoeing and rafting. The Bua River, 
which flows through the reserve, is home to lake salmon and offers exciting 
catch-and-release fishing. On boat trips, you may see countless elephants 
bathing on the riverbanks. Or on walking safaris, explore the pristine African 
wilderness with an armed guide, pursuing animal tracks and observing the many 
species of plants. Alternatively, climb Chipata Mountain, the highest peak, and 
you will be rewarded with spectacular views of Nkhotakota across the horizon.

Wildlife Reserves Wildlife Reserves
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Activities
Self-drive
Game Walk

Thuma Forest Reserve
110km from Lilongwe

Nyala Park
70km from Blantyre

When SUCOMA (now Illovo Sugar 
Limited) became aware of the fact that 
the number of nyala was declining 
dramatically in Lengwe National Park, 
they secured the primary forest within the 
Nchalo Sugar Estate owned by Illovo 
Sugar Limited and brought a small 
breeding group of nyala from Lengwe to 
the site. Nyala bred and wildlife such as 
wildebeest, oribi, impala and giraffe were 
introduced. The height of the nyala, 
which appears curiously low under the 
tall canopy of the fever-tree, is one of the 
most remarkable scenic pleasures of 
Nyala Park. Nyala Park is open to the 
public and an entrance fee is required. It 
is close to Lengwe National Park and 
should be visited in combination with it.

Activities
Self-Drive
Game Walk
Birding
Camping

Others Sites

Declared a forest reserve in 1926, Thuma Forest Reserve covers an area 
of 197km² on the steep slopes of the Great Rift Valley near Lake Malawi, 
about 80km from Lilongwe. Thuma is one of the few forest reserves in 
Malawi that is home to a wide variety of wildlife, including elephant and 
antelope. The altitude of Thuma Forest Reserve varies from 575m above 
sea level to 1564m on Thuma Mountain. It is characterized by low-ele-
vation mixed forest areas with miombo forest cover in the upper levels 
and bamboo patches in the lower levels. An NGO known as Wildlife 
Action Group (WAG) has been working with local communities since 
1996 on anti-poaching and conservation activities in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Forestry to protect the flora and fauna of Thuma Forest 
Reserve and restore the ecological balance. In the past, Thuma was 
threatened by deforestation due to illegal logging of firewood, charcoal 
and timber which caused severe degradation of wildlife habitats. As a 
result of WAG’s excellent work, poaching in the Thuma Forest Reserve 
has been greatly reduced and wildlife numbers have increased. 
Elephants that had left Thuma due to heavy poaching have returned, and 
buffaloes that used to be in small groups of three or four now form herds 
of 30. Other species you can see at Thuma Forest Reserve include 
greater kudu, bushbuck, Sharpe’s grysbok, common duiker, klipspringer, 
baboon, velvet monkey, bushbaby, leopard, spotted hyena, genet, 
African civet, honey badger, warthog, bush pig, porcupine and more. 
Today, Thuma Forest Reserve is regaining its beauty and is one of 
Malawi's best protected forest reserves.

Name
Ulendo Safaris 

Malawian Style

Small Steps Adventure Tours

Misuku Expeditions

The Travel Centre

Central African Wilderness

Land and Lake Safaris

Stars Travel and Tour Services

Midland Tours and Travel

Satguru Travel and Tours

Travel Net and Tours

Mthunzi Travel and Tours Ltd

LIHACO Travel and Tours

Bon Voyage Tours

Continental Travel and Tours

CBR Tours

+265 887 006 250 / +265 888 207 896

+265 997 725 777 / +265 (0) 1 771 789

+265 999 773 395 / +265 888 873 783

+265 999 629 810

+265 (0) 1 772 242

+265 888 822 398

+265 (0) 1 757 120

+26588 883 141 / +265 995 617 131

+265 (0) 1 752 250 / +265 (0) 1 752 251

+265 992 850 850 / +265 992 250 250

+265 (0) 1 772 814 / +265 999 174 401

+265 888 709 149 / +265 993 376 610

+265 999 962 880

+265 (0) 1 774 780 / +265 999 917 900

+265 (0) 1 775 599 / +265 888 872 085

+265 999 397 139

info@ulendo.net

info@malawianstyle.com

franciwell@yahoo.co.uk

misuku.expeditions@gmail.com

info@travelcentremw.com

reservations@cawsmw.com

info@landlake.net

kelvinestars-travel.com

info@midlandtravelmw.com

sales.llw6@satguru-travel.com

travel@travelnetntours.com

reservations@mthunziholdings.com

reservations@lihaco.net

bonvoyage@africa-online.net

contitravel@globemw.net

khumbo.mhone2020@gmail.com

EmailPhone Number

TOUR OPERATORS
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Activities
Self-drive
Camping

Birding
Game Walk 

Activities
Self-drive
Camping

Birding
Trekking

Vwaza Marsh Wildlife
130km from Mzuzu

Mwabvi Wildlife
Reserve

150km from Blantyre

Located north-west of Mzuzu, on the border with Zambia, Vwaza Marsh Wildlife 
Reserve is a 978km² reserve which was designated in 1977. In the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Vwaza Marsh was one of the most famous places of ivory collection. Today, 
it is one of the best places in Malawi to see elephants and buffaloes. If you visit Nyika 
National Park by car, be sure to stop off at Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve at the foot 
of Nyika Plateau. Both Nyika and Vwaza offer the ultimate safari experience in 
Malawi. Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve comprises of forests, grasslands and marshy 
plains, with several streams flowing into Lake Kazuni near the main entrance to the 
reserve. Lake Kazuni is a small lake by Malawian standards, but very attractive for 
wildlife: it is home to more than 500 hippos and on most days hippos can be seen 
poking their heads out of the water. Crocodiles can often be seen basking on the lake's 
sandy beaches. It is estimated that there are more than 1,000 buffalo in the vicinity, but 
their roaming habits mean that sightings are not easy to predict. Hundreds of elephants 
inhabit the area and it is not uncommon to see herds of 30-40. There are few predators, 
but lions, leopards and wild dogs have been spotted in the past. A variety of other 
antelopes are also present, including the roan, greater kudu, Lichtenstein’s hartebeest, 
eland and impala. With around 300 bird species, bird watching is also popular in the 
park. It is one of the best places in Malawi to view waders such as stork, heron and 
white-faced tree duck. Wildlife viewing is best done on foot around Lake Kazuni or on 
wilderness trails. You can either drive around the reserve in your own vehicle or 
arrange for a guide at the entrance to the reserve.

Located in Malawi's southernmost district of Nsanje, Mwabvi Wildlife Reserve is on the 
border with Mozambique and is the country's smallest wildlife reserve, covering 135 km². 
Although it is not far from Lengwe National Park and Majete Wildlife Reserve, it is 
considered the most inaccessible reserve in Malawi. There is a wide range of vegetation, 
from grasslands to forests, with some fairly deep forests. The magnificent sandstone 
outcrops with 360-degree views of the Shire and Zambezi rivers and the Mopane 
woodlands create a lunar landscape that is attractive all year round. Guided walks by game 
rangers are recommended for keen walkers. The pristine wilderness still maintains a 
decent number of wildlife including buffalo which can be observed bathing in the Mwabvi 
River. The area is also home to many species of antelope, including kudu, sable, impala, 
nyala, and leopard and hyena have also been spotted. The best time for game watching is 
during the cooler months of June-August, because the altitude is low and summers can get 
quite hot and humid. Poor road conditions can limit access, so a 4x4 vehicle is 
recommended, especially during the rainy season

Activities
Game Drive
Boat Safari
Game Walk
Birding
Trekking
Rafting

Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve 230km from Lilongwe

Located in central Malawi, the 1,802 km² Nkhotakota 
Wildlife Reserve is Malawi's largest and oldest reserve, 
having been established in 1954. Nkhotakota Wildlife 
Reserve has been managed by African Parks in collaboration 
with Malawi’s Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
(DNPW) since 2015 and its exciting future is very much in 
the spotlight. The rugged terrain ranges from an altitude of 
500m in the east to 1,63 m at the summit of Chipata 
Mountain, and the plateau is dotted with streams and 
waterfalls, making it a great spot for fishing, canoeing and 
river rafting. Due to years of poaching and lawlessness, the 
Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve was home to more than 1,500 
elephants in the 1990s, but by 2015 the population had 
dwindled to less than 100. However, between July 2016 and 
August 2017, African Parks successfully relocated a total of 
520 elephants and 2000 animals, including sable, waterbuck, 
kudu and impala, from Liwonde National Park and Majete 
Wildlife Reserve to Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve. This was 
one of the largest relocations of elephants ever recorded in the 
history of the world. The elephants' return to the park has 

established it as an important ecotourism attraction. The park also offers a wide 
range of activities, including fishing, canoeing and rafting. The Bua River, 
which flows through the reserve, is home to lake salmon and offers exciting 
catch-and-release fishing. On boat trips, you may see countless elephants 
bathing on the riverbanks. Or on walking safaris, explore the pristine African 
wilderness with an armed guide, pursuing animal tracks and observing the many 
species of plants. Alternatively, climb Chipata Mountain, the highest peak, and 
you will be rewarded with spectacular views of Nkhotakota across the horizon.

Wildlife Reserves Wildlife Reserves
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Activities
Self-drive
Game Walk

Thuma Forest Reserve
110km from Lilongwe

Nyala Park
70km from Blantyre

When SUCOMA (now Illovo Sugar 
Limited) became aware of the fact that 
the number of nyala was declining 
dramatically in Lengwe National Park, 
they secured the primary forest within the 
Nchalo Sugar Estate owned by Illovo 
Sugar Limited and brought a small 
breeding group of nyala from Lengwe to 
the site. Nyala bred and wildlife such as 
wildebeest, oribi, impala and giraffe were 
introduced. The height of the nyala, 
which appears curiously low under the 
tall canopy of the fever-tree, is one of the 
most remarkable scenic pleasures of 
Nyala Park. Nyala Park is open to the 
public and an entrance fee is required. It 
is close to Lengwe National Park and 
should be visited in combination with it.

Activities
Self-Drive
Game Walk
Birding
Camping

Others Sites

Declared a forest reserve in 1926, Thuma Forest Reserve covers an area 
of 197km² on the steep slopes of the Great Rift Valley near Lake Malawi, 
about 80km from Lilongwe. Thuma is one of the few forest reserves in 
Malawi that is home to a wide variety of wildlife, including elephant and 
antelope. The altitude of Thuma Forest Reserve varies from 575m above 
sea level to 1564m on Thuma Mountain. It is characterized by low-ele-
vation mixed forest areas with miombo forest cover in the upper levels 
and bamboo patches in the lower levels. An NGO known as Wildlife 
Action Group (WAG) has been working with local communities since 
1996 on anti-poaching and conservation activities in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Forestry to protect the flora and fauna of Thuma Forest 
Reserve and restore the ecological balance. In the past, Thuma was 
threatened by deforestation due to illegal logging of firewood, charcoal 
and timber which caused severe degradation of wildlife habitats. As a 
result of WAG’s excellent work, poaching in the Thuma Forest Reserve 
has been greatly reduced and wildlife numbers have increased. 
Elephants that had left Thuma due to heavy poaching have returned, and 
buffaloes that used to be in small groups of three or four now form herds 
of 30. Other species you can see at Thuma Forest Reserve include 
greater kudu, bushbuck, Sharpe’s grysbok, common duiker, klipspringer, 
baboon, velvet monkey, bushbaby, leopard, spotted hyena, genet, 
African civet, honey badger, warthog, bush pig, porcupine and more. 
Today, Thuma Forest Reserve is regaining its beauty and is one of 
Malawi's best protected forest reserves.

Name
Ulendo Safaris 

Malawian Style

Small Steps Adventure Tours

Misuku Expeditions

The Travel Centre

Central African Wilderness

Land and Lake Safaris

Stars Travel and Tour Services

Midland Tours and Travel
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LIHACO Travel and Tours

Bon Voyage Tours

Continental Travel and Tours

CBR Tours
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+265 997 725 777 / +265 (0) 1 771 789

+265 999 773 395 / +265 888 873 783

+265 999 629 810

+265 (0) 1 772 242

+265 888 822 398

+265 (0) 1 757 120

+26588 883 141 / +265 995 617 131

+265 (0) 1 752 250 / +265 (0) 1 752 251
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+265 (0) 1 772 814 / +265 999 174 401
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info@ulendo.net

info@malawianstyle.com

franciwell@yahoo.co.uk

misuku.expeditions@gmail.com

info@travelcentremw.com

reservations@cawsmw.com

info@landlake.net

kelvinestars-travel.com

info@midlandtravelmw.com

sales.llw6@satguru-travel.com

travel@travelnetntours.com

reservations@mthunziholdings.com

reservations@lihaco.net

bonvoyage@africa-online.net

contitravel@globemw.net

khumbo.mhone2020@gmail.com

EmailPhone Number

TOUR OPERATORS
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ExperienceExperience

WildlifeWildlife
Malawi Department of Tourism
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Wildlife
Tourism House, off Convention Drive
Private Bag 326, Lilongwe 3

+265 (0) 1 775 499; 772 702
+265 (0) 1 775 494

info@visitmalawi.mw

@tourismmalawi
malawitourism
@tourismmalawi
malawitourism

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Wildlife

437 (TNM Toll free line)
(Reachable From Monday to Friday: 7:30am - 4:30pm)

+265 984 222 272 (WhatsApp Only)
Website:
www.visitmalawi.mw

Experience Malawi’s Wildlife
In recent years, Malawi has gained popularity 
among wildlife lovers as an upcoming destina-
tion. With the excellent collaboration between 
the Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
(DNPW) and African Parks, some innovative 
ideas on wildlife management and a conserva-
tion program to stop poaching, the wildlife 
numbers have increased immensely and Malawi 
has been transformed into an exciting safari 
destination where a wide variety of wildlife can 
now be observed, including the Big Five.

Malawi has five national parks and four wildlife 
reserves, each with unique features. Away from 
the crowds and in unspoilt wilderness, you can 
explore by safari vehicle, walking, trekking or 
by boat for an unforgettable safari experience. 
This is the result of nearly two decades of hard 
work by the DNPW and African Parks.

Majete Wildlife Reserve has undergone intense 
transformation since 2003 and has since 
become a wildlife wonderland: rhinos were 
introduced in 2003, 70 elephants in 2006, 4 
lions in 2012, 13 giraffes in 2018, 5 cheetahs in 
2019, and 14 African dogs and a variety of 
animals were reintroduced in 2021. A total of 
nearly 5,000 animals have been reintroduced to 
date, making Majete Malawi's greatest wildlife 
treasure trove and the only 'Big Five' reserve in 
Malawi. Since the initial introduction of rhinos 
and elephants, not a single animal has been 
poached in the reserve. Majete Wildlife Reserve 
is a conservation success story in Malawi.

Following the success of Majete, African Parks 
took on the collaborative management of 
Liwonde National Park and Nkhotakota 
Wildlife Reserve in 2015. In Liwonde, 7 

cheetahs were introduced in 2017, 10 lions in 
2018 and a further 17 black rhinos in 2019. This 
translocation of 17 black rhinos was one of the 
largest international black rhino translocations. 
Currently, the cheetahs introduced in 2017 have 
doubled in number with the birth of some cubs.

Exciting times are also ahead for Nkhotakota: 
from July 2016 to August 2017, a total of more 
than 520 elephants and 2000 other animals 
including sable, waterbuck, kudu and impala 
were welcomed from Liwonde and Majete. This 
was the largest elephant translocation in the 
history of nature conservation.

Explore Malawi’s wildlife and get a chance to 
see the ‘Big Five’ in the Warm Heart of Africa.

OUR BRAND ESSENCE

QUICK FACTS ABOUT MALAWI

Malawi tourism logo depicts the country’s core tourist products which are as follows:
Represents the warmth and friendliness of the people of Malawi

Within the heart: represents the richness of Malawi’s numerous natural 
resources

Represents the lake and rivers of Malawi, with the striped blue depicting 
enchanting waves of the fresh waters of Lake Malawi
 
Represents the country’s nature and wildlife

Red

Gold

Blue

Green

Malawi Tourism’s brand essence rests on three major competitive attributes, namely;
Diverse lake experience, variety of landscapes, habitats, 
climates and cultural assets

Short distances between attractions, comparatively little 
crowded

Peaceful environment, neighborly social interaction, tolerant 
and authentic relationship with visitors and other cultures

• Big in hospitality: 

• Compact in size: 

• Rich in contrast: 
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The Malawi Department of Immigration is responsible for issuance of Visa and other travel 
related documents. Please refer to this link provided: https://www.immigration.gov.mw

VISA

WHEN TO VISIT
• Cool-dry Season:  May - August (Temperature: 15 C - 26 C)

Fresh and chilly evenings with bright sunshine during
the day suitable for travellers from the Northern Hemisphere

• Hot Season: September to November (Temperature: 22 C - 42 C)
Best for game viewing and bird watching

• Rainy Season: November to April
Best for photographic safaris For more information visit : www.visitmalawi.mw

Location
Size
Capital City
Commercial City
Language

Southern Africa
118,484 Km2

Lilongwe
Blantyre
Official Language: English
National Language: Chichewa

FACT BOX
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